BIOGRAPHY 

Personal and family information 

Rajko (of father Nikola) Kuzmanovic was born 1 December 1931 in Celinac, a small and domestic place, at that time a part of the Banja Luka Canton, Vrbas province. Today, Celinac is a town, centre of a municipality, with around 5000 inhabitants, and around 20,000 of them at the level of the municipality. He had spent his childhood in Celinac where he completed elementary school 1941 when this area was affected by the World War II and than liberation struggle against fascism. Along with all the other inhabitants of the area, for the next four years he suffered the horrors of war. 

Father Nikola was a manual worker – road maker – for around twenty years, to then become a construction site manager (foreman) until his retirement. Mother Vida, born Pajic, was a housewife who gave birth to four sons – Rajko, the eldest, and then Jovan, Milan and Milorad. 

Upon completing the School for Teachers in Banja Luka and his army service, Rajko married a young teacher Ljubica Ladan in 1956. Ljubica comes from a respected Banja Luka construction family, a daughter of Jakov and Stana. Rajko and Ljubica have spent the last 55 years in a harmonious and congruous marriage. Just like his father Nikola supported him during childhood, elementary and secondary education, his wife Ljubica, a prominent teacher of the Serbo-Croatian language herself, provided support throughout the later and many years of his educational, research, scientific, professional and social work. 

Schooling and professional training 
Rajko Kuzmanovic went through the entire education system, beginning with elementary school, junior grammar school, secondary school, higher education (BA), masters and doctorate programmes.  

He had finished elementary school in his hometown Celinac. Already as a young man he showed a great desire and capacity for learning and education. For example, already as a third-grader, a top pupil in his class, he recited at the school central St. Saul's celebration. 

With the World War II ending and the social order changing, a right was given to all those who want to attend schools to do so, which corresponded to his desires. He took the path of schooling and vocational training which lead him to the highest levels of education, science and culture. 

The first step, making him leave family home, was enrolling into the junior grammar school in Bosanska Gradiska. Three years in Gradiska, at the boarding school "Lepa Radic" were spent learning and working. He was an exemplary pupil, as evidenced by an honorary mention by the Academic Council recorded with the school's registry books. 

Drawn by desire for further education, in the summer of 1950 he enrols into the School for Teachers in Banja Luka. After four years there, he had graduated 1954. He completed all four years with very good marks and had several honorary mentions for pedagogical practice in workshops in Banja Luka but also in the field schools such as those in Citluk, Javorani and Celinac. 

He had completed his law studies with the University of Zagreb in 1964, thus acquiring a BA in the general law. This type of degree was considered to be prestigious in terms of employment with civil service or public administration, posts ranging from those in municipalities and cantons, to the Republic-level bodies. With this qualification, he was appointed as the Head of Secretariat for Education, Science and Culture in Banja Luka, and later on as the Secretary General of the University in the same city. 

Rajko Kuzmanovic didn't stop at law studies, but also graduated from the Faculty of Philosophy in Zagreb, majoring in pedagogy and sociology, 1973, in the class of professor Pero Simlesa, the best Yugoslavian pedagogue, and professor Rudi Supek, a leading sociologist at the time. 

He had started his master studies (in state administration) with the Faculty of Law in Zagreb 1973 and completed them in 1977, with academician Hodimir Sirotkovic as his mentor. At the time, master programmes in the territory of Yugoslavia were available only in Zagreb and Belgrade. 

He initially started doing his Ph.D thesis with the Faculty of Law in Zagreb to then, in agreement with them, transfer to Mostar. The thesis was entitled the Place and Role of the Interim Peoples Assembly of the Democratic Federal Yugoslavia as Part of Constitution of Statehood of a New Yugoslavia, with academician Avdo Suceska as his mentor, and academician Hodimir Sirotkovic as the President of the Panel approving the thesis. The thesis was thoroughly prepared based on authentic documents from the Russian Archives in Kremlin, Yugoslav Archives, libraries and institutes, as well as on the vast other read. It was defended in March 1980 and published as a book by the Contemporary Administration from Belgrade. 

In the course of and especially after the completion of studies at all levels, Rajko Kuzmanovic continually perfected and expanded his knowledge and practical work. For example, he took the state exam for teachers immediately upon graduation from the school for teachers. He passed the state expert exam for pedagogy and sociology professors upon graduation from the Faculty of Philosophy. He specialized with the International Institute of Law in Washington and the Higher Studies Academy in Paris. He partook and perfected his knowledge at different forums, roundtables, conferences, congresses and assemblies. As a special form of personal growth, he also completed a one-year Reserve Officers School in Sarajevo in 1955. 

Since 1975 he fully devoted his time to scientific and research work – researching and writing books and scientific papers, as well as to a university career. He showed prominent results over the period 1975-2011. 

Employment with state services and public administration 
With the exception of a brief period in Celinac, he had spent his entire career in Banja Luka. He turned all his ambitions (desires, life goals) into reality in Banja Luka where he is respected and appreciated and where he had received a number of important acknowledgements (encomiums, rewards, medallions, charters). 

He had spent one third of his professional life in public administration and civil services on a number of posts concurrent to the level of his education at the time. For a short while he had been a principal of the Elementary school in Branesci, followed by the position of the Head of Education Service with the Municipality of Celinac, and finally as the President of the Municipality of Celinac, for which he had won a massive majority of votes (over 80%) in the direct elections in the beginning of 1960s, the first Celinac-born candidate and elected official for this particular position. 

It was during his mandate that a reform of the communal system in both the entire Yugoslavia and in Bosnia and Herzegovina was initiated, requiring that at least one third of all municipalities in Bosnia and Herzegovina be abolished, including ten smaller ones in the Banja Luka Canton, Celinac being among them. As the municipal President, he had produced an Elaborate on Sustainability and Perspective of the Municipality of Celinac, persistently defending it before the Republic bodies and ultimately managing to keep the municipality alive. The only municipality aside from Celinac to survive this exercise was the Municipality of Laktasi, while the municipalities of Krupa na Vrbasu, Dobrnja, Bronzani Majdan, Ivanjska, Topola and Podgradci were closed. For this reason the people of Celinac often refer to Rajko Kuzmanovic as the father of municipality – its founder and maker. 

The Banja Luka Assembly appointed him as the Head of Secretariat for Assembly Affairs and then as the Secretary for Social Activities (sectors of education, science, culture and health care). Two very important things occurred during his mandate on the function. Firstly, the earthquake of the autumn of 1969 when almost all public schools, health care and culture facilities were destroyed. Secondly, it was under his patronage that dozens of school buildings, health care institutions and facilities related to culture were reconstructed or built from scratch.

Early 1970s, the municipal and city administration and self-governance bodies were reorganized. Executive boards were established, as were city and municipal governments. Rajko Kuzmanovic was appointed as a Member of the Executive Council of Municipality of Banja Luka in charge of education, science and culture. His main course of action was to open new faculties and universities. Not long after that he got appointed the Secretary General of the University where he gave an immeasurable contribution to the creation of the University of Banja Luka. Since the very beginnings of the university in 1975, Kuzmanovic was involved in not only organization activities but also in the teaching process, first of all as an external associate, and gradually taking other university titles.

University career 

Rajko Kuzmanovic had dedicated the greatest part of his life and work to high education and science wherein he displayed his talent and skill. He had the usual cursus honorum at the university in Banja Luka. He held teaching positions of all available levels with the Faculty of Law since its establishing, beginning with 1975-1977 when he worked as an external associate, then assistant lecturer 1977-1981, visiting professor 1981-1985, full time professor 1985-2002, and after that as professor emeritus. At the Faculty of Law, in addition to his main course, Constitutional Law, for twenty years he also thought the course Comparative Politial Systems, and for a period of time also the Management Science. He was appointed as the Vice-Dean for the period 1979-1981, and than the Dean of the Faculty of Law for three terms (first 1983-1985, and then two consecutive terms 1996-2000). As an excellent university teacher, scientific worker and organiser he was also elected as the provost of the University for scientific and research work for one mandate 1986-1988, and then as the Rector of the University for two terms, 1988-1992. 

For a long time (around 25 years) he was the Head of Department for State Law Science with the Faculty of Law. He also had an opportunity to, in the course of his long teaching career, raise many generations of young experts. As of 1983 he managed postgraduate studies and mentored over 30 MA papers, but also acted as either a member or a chairman of the panel for approval of MA thesis for another over thirty postgraduates. He acted as a mentor or a panel chairman for twenty doctorate thesis not only with the Faculty of Law in Banja Luka but at a number of other faculties as well. He was a visiting professor with the law faculties in Mostar, Pristina and Sarajevo, as well as with the Faculty of Philosophy in Banja Luka, Academy of Internal Affairs, Faculty of Business Economy, and Paneuropean University “Apeiron”. He was invited to give lectures at the universities from Trieste, Vicenza, Palermo, Sofia, Moscow, Kiev and Söderort (South Stockholm). 

As a university teacher, academician Kuzmanovic always had an excellent turnout at his lectures, as well as at his seminars for postgraduates. He also invested a great deal in the training of high-school teachers in constitutional law and human liberties, by delivering courses on the methods of teaching constitutional law and human liberties at their annual meetings. Furthermore, as a prominent author, he also contributed to the education of youth through writing numerous textbooks. He used all media and other opportunities given to spread the knowledge to the broadest public on our past, in particular attempting to disperse some fallacious preconceived notions and mythical understandings of several important processes and events. Working as a teacher or as a member of a team, he is ready to endure any effort. 
In addition to serving as a teacher and executing faculty curricula, professor Kuzmanovic also actively participated in the capacity of be that the President or a Member in a number of faculty, university, cultural, educational and scientific organisations, boards, councils, committees, governing boards, Senate and ceremonial functions, such as: The President of the Board for the Establishing of the University in Banja Luka, of the University Council, of the Academic-scientific Council of the University, and of the Academic-scientific Council; President of the Council of the Faculty of Law in Banja Luka; President of the Scientific Council of the Institute for International Law and International Business Cooperation in Banja Luka; President of the Scientific Council of the Centre for Political Studies and Research “Veselin Maslesa” in Banja Luka; President of the Council of the History Institute in Banja Luka, of the BiH Association of University Teachers and Science Workers, of the BiH Union of Universities; a Member of the Council of BiH Educational-pedagogy Institute, of the Council of Museums of Bosanska Krajina, of the Council of SR BiH Radio and Television; the President of the BiH Union of Universities; Deputy President of the SFRY Union of Universities; Member of the Conference of Rectors of Europe (CRE). 

Science and research 

Academician Rajko Kuzmanovic has systemically grown into a respectable scientific worker and researcher. He understood already at the early stages of his life that science is the most powerful and the most important energy – driving force of the development of a society, and for this reason he ranks amongst the generation of South-European scientists, pedagogues and practitioners who spent their entire lives researching the formation of nations, types of political movements and political systems, as well as legal structures of states, all in order to have the objectives of a democratic and legal state fulfilled. He presented his findings to the scientific and professional public, as well as to the students through textbooks and technical literature, in hope that in this way he will contribute not only to the functioning of a legal state based on the rule of law, but also to the upbringing of new generations provided with a proper legal culture. 

Academician Kuzmanovic ranks amongst our most significant experts in constitutional law. He gained the reputation as one of the most prominent Serb constitutionalists with his rich and versatile scientific opus, years of teaching and fruitful organisation work. His work earns him a prominent place amongst the members of the Academy of Arts and Science of Republika Srpska. His high cultural and scientific criteria as well as understanding of demands and needs of theory and practice, but in particular the great energy and creative climate he makes around himself all contributed to this. Fully committed to this great task, working systemically and persistently, he had created such an original basis that one would find it difficult to identify any pieces within his oeuvre void of novelties or previously unknown data. This is a core value of his works. They are rich in subjects and leave practically no topical areas within the scope of constitutional law of Bosnia and Herzegovina or RS uncovered be it directly or indirectly. Furthermore, all his works feature either some new data or new methods, as well as the critical approach to sources and earlier recorded views. 

As far as the Serb law in general and constitutional law in particular are concerned, academician Kuzmanovic represents an entirely unusual and priceless personality. By vocation he is both a lawyer and a pedagogue and sociologist; by profession he is a teacher with both the University and Paneuropean University in Banja Luka, as well as the President of the Republika Srpska Academy of Arts and Sciences; by love for the law and life work he is worthy of everyone's respect; by choice of genre he is primarily a constitutionalist, and one of the best we've got at it.  Remaining one of the veterans of the law thought, academician Kuzmanovic belongs, in his own way, to a class of rare moral personalities who stand witnesses to the atrocities of the last, 20th century, and are able to separate the truth from the illusion of the truth. Those who know him personally are privileged enough to listen to the words of this great lawyer in person. He had spent his entire life working and he does that wholeheartedly and passionately, without reservation or breaks. As an imaginative author always up to new challenges, often operating under difficult circumstance and uncertain of how well will the final product of the labour be received by either professional or wider public, he had given himself to work with his entire being, always believing in the positive outcomes of the ongoing projects. 
The fruits of many years of his teaching – academic and scientific work – are textbooks, monographs and numerous scientific and vocational papers and reviews, as well as different research projects. He has a rich bibliography including around 220 units, 28 of which books (he is the sole author of twenty-one of them, and a co-author of seven), and around 200 scientific and vocational papers published as part of different almanacs and magazines from the country and from abroad.  Several of his works are published in English, Russian, Spanish and Italian language. 

His rich opus, the published books in particular, may be classified into three principal groups: the area of constitutional law and state law, the domain of culture and education, and general societal topics. 

The group of books on constitutional or state law includes: Interim Peoples Assembly of DFY; The Basics of Management Science; Subjective Forces within the SFRY Political System; Comparative Political Systems; Constituting Acts of Republika Srpska; Constitutional Law – Theoretical and Historical Part; Constitutional Law – Constitutional Dynamics; Constitutional Law; The Constitution Court of Republika Srpska and Protection of Constitutionality and Legality; The Basics of the Constitutional System of U.S.A.; Constitution and the Rights of Citizens; Constitution Law for Students of Academy of Internal Affairs; The Basics of System of Government and Education Laws; Essays on Constitutionality and Statehood; and New Essays on Constitutionality and Statehood. 

The group on culture and education includes books: Celinac Through Centuries; Cultural and Educational Front of Krajina; Ideological and Marxist Education; Banja Luka Education System in the Time of Earthquake; About School with Love – School for Teachers. 

The group of books treating general societal topics includes: Banja Luka Five Years after Earthquake; Celinac – The Roads of Development; The History of Bosanska Gradiska and Its Surrounding Areas; The Time of Stabilisation; and Public Records. 

In order to stress the importance of the contents and themes treated, we will briefly comment on the few selected books from the field of constitution and state law, whilst more details may be found in the section with full bibliography. 

The book Interim Peoples Assembly of DFY centres around the period of constituting of a new Yugoslavia, when there was an active Interim Peoples Assembly. This is the first study dealing with the issue of responsibility, significance, position and role of the Interim Peoples Assembly in the process of statehood constitution of a new Yugoslavia. In addition to the well-known and previously published facts, it also deals with some new questions and provides new answers, namely on: the specifics of development of the rule of the people at the final stages of war; the role of allies, forces that hindered ordering of the situation in the country and internationally speaking; important features of the Interim Peoples Assembly; the role of political parties; the ways for preserving federalism within the Assembly; organisation of work within authority bodies and their mutual relations; legislative work of the Assembly; building a law order; executing decisions of AVNOJ (Anti-Fascist Council of the National Liberation of Yugoslavia) and of the provisions of the Tito-Subasic Agreement; electing and adjourning the Assembly. 
The book Comparative Political Systems first appeared before the public in May 1991, as a textbook for students of law, politics and of other faculties and academies. It came about as a result of years of scientific-research, theoretical and practical work related to Banja Luka Law Faculty course Comparative Political Systems and grew out of the objective need to continue the study of political processes of not only past but contemporary societies as well. The issue of comparative political systems is an open topic, an area of surprises and specific sphere of sociability, which   is undoubtedly a challenge not only for the law and political, but also for philosophical, sociological, historical, and even economic science. The comparative field of political systems provides both theoretical findings and generalisations but also the possibility for practical comparison of different forms of political systems, thus helping identify their advantages and disadvantages. 

The textbook The Basics of Management Science, academician Kuzmanovic had co-authored with a group of writers in October 1991, treats a subject-matter that was thought as a course at several former-Yugoslav Faculties of Law. The textbook represents an important effort to touch upon a number of issues that are not of law nature per se but are linked to organisation and functioning of administration within the context of contemporary trends in theory and in practice. 
The institutes covered by this textbook have greatly contributed to successful organisation of public services within a modern state. Furthermore, the comparative presentation was intended to provide the textbook users with an overview of the rational both micro and macro organisation of predominantly private but also of the public sector. 

The book Constitutional Law, First Edition from March 1999, constitutes a well-rounded and wholesome textbook. It was written seven years after the fall of the socialist Yugoslavia and as long a period of time after the establishing of Republika Srpska, adoption of its Constitution, and three years after the General Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the enactment of the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina. A new concept of constitutional law was to be developed on the ruins of former Yugoslav and BiH statehood and constitutionality, as well as on the new statehood and constitutionality of Republika Srpska, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. 

The book was written in stages, with the first volume of Constitutional Law appearing in 1995 and coverring the historical and theoretical aspects, the so called constitutional static. This was followed by the second volume of Constitutional Law in 1997 treating the positive part of the constitution law – organisation of power, the so called constitution dynamics. Once both volumes have sold out and became verified as part of the educational practice, it was only logical to bind them into a single edition complemented by relevant changes, technical and linguistic corrections and additions. 

The writing of the first edition of the textbook was made difficult due to, primarily, deep constitutional and generally speaking social crises and changes affecting the territory of former Yugoslavia. New states and new constitutional and general legal systems and orders were established. 

Additionally, the difficulties could be found also in different theoretical approaches, lack of clarity and contradictory views. With certain amendments and addenda in place, the book saw three editions.
The book Essays on Constitutionality and Statehood (December 2004) is a compilation of a number of papers from this domain. In many ways this book is different from all the others. As the very titles of the book itself and of its individual chapters show, it focuses on constitutionality and statehood, two crucial issues of the constitutional law and theories of the state and of the law.  The papers were previously published in different magazines, almanacs, bulletins and monographs over the period 1997-2004 and they treat the issue of constitution, constitutional systems, state and system of government, constitutional and statehood position of Republika Srpska and Bosnia and Herzegovina. They were written in reaction to topical statehood and constitutional questions and predominantly presented at different scientific gatherings and roundtables in Belgrade, Sofia, Nis, Mostar, at Kopaonik and in Banja Luka.  What they have in common is that they all strongly appeal for respect and implementation of constitution and of the law, creation and strengthening of a legal state and the rule of law, as well as consistent implementation of the Dayton Agreement, in particular Annex IV - Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina (in order to preserve the Entity structure and the original Entity competencies within Bosnia and Herzegovina). 
A vast number of his scientific and vocational papers show the scientific interest of academician Kuzmanovic to be focused on the areas of constitutional law and political systems, state management and administration, education and school systems, but also on many other general societal topics. These are the areas he devoted most of his attention to and that he remained faithful to throughout his career. In addition to special theoretical or practical issues, he also studied the main constitutional and legal institutes and formation of the constitutional system and of the law. He would go back to particular topics at a later stage in order to introduce the changes brought by contemporary research. The fact that some of his works were published internationally at the times when they held special importance shows that his work is an original combination of Bosnia and Herzegovina and global achievements in the field of constitutional law. 

Approaching them as a researcher, autochthonously and originally, he also studied a number of other issues from the domain of constitutional law. He is equally familiar with the matters pertaining to parliamentary and other authority bodies, legal and political roles of representative bodies within constitutional and political systems, constitutionality and legality, theories of federalism, management theories, political organisation and associations, constitution courts and justice system in general, constitutionality, democratic institutions, sovereignty, electoral systems, territorial organisation and local self-government, human rights and fundamental liberties, information and education. 

A deep understanding of constitutional law, constitution and constitutionality helped Rajko Kuzmanovic maintain the dignity of a university professor resisting numerous challenges of power associated with the best connoisseurs of constitution. Respecting the integrity of scientific thought as a matter of principle, using his authority of a  significant 20th century constitutionalist, he bravely faced the challenges of contemplating on constitutional law of the 3rd millennium.  
Such scientific and professional approach and his high degree of culture and morality were recognised by prominent academicians-scientists such as academicians Ljubomir Tadic, Radomir Lukic and Milorad Ekmecic, who nominated Rajko Kuzmanovic as a Member of the Academy of Arts and Sciences of Republika Srpska. He was elected a concessive member in 1997, and immediately after that as a full member of the Academy. He was the Secretary of the Department of Social Sciences, then Vice-President and ultimately in 2004 the President of the Academy, the title he holds to this day (2011). 

Academician Kuzmanovic had noticeably improved, organised and affirmed the Academy and this is now carrying out its mission in full capacity as what is primarily a scientific and representative institution of special interest to the society. It performs its tasks and duties, accepting and promoting universal values of science and arts in the service of national revival. It is one of the initiators of a great project of producing the Encyclopaedia of Republika Srpska, expected to have a number of tomes.  

Academician Kuzmanovic was elected a member of several national, regional and vocational academies, namely:  a Member of the Russian Academy of Natural and Social Sciences (RAEH) from Moscow, of the Spanish Royal Academy for Economy and Finances (RASEF) from Barcelona, of the World Academy of Art and Sciences (WAAS) from Los Angeles, European Academy of Sciences and Arts (EASA) from Salzburg, Russian Principality Academy (MAGEN) from Moscow, Regional Balkans Academy of Science and Culture (BASC) from Sofia, and of the Vocational Serb Academy of Education (САО).

Social engagement 

The state and political authorities of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, Socialist Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as of Republika Srpska, aimed to have academician Rajko Kuzmanovic, a prominent intellectual, involved in different state and political bodies. He refused some of such requests, offers and suggestions, but as for the others he could not nor even wanted to avoid them. His choice was defined by a familiar rule that true intellectuals must not keep quiet and act as bystanders to social developments for, as well-known, if they relinquish too many things to the social impulses and extremisms this may result in some heavy consequences such were those seen in the early 1990s in Yugoslavia, and in Bosnia and Herzegovina in particular. 

He was nominated by either citizens or by the bodies elected by the citizens for all of the following positions: President of the Municipality of Celinac (1960 – 1964), Peoples’ Envoy to the Assembly of the SR Bosnia and Herzegovina (1961 – 1965),  Member of Committee for Constitutional Matters of the Federal Peoples Assembly of SFRY (1974), Member of Expert Committee tasked to draft the Constitution of SFRY, Delegate in the Congress of SSRN Yugoslavia (1960), Delegate in the Congress of the BiH Trade Union, Member of the Republic Conference of the Socialist Union of BiH, Member of Central Committee of the League of Communists of BiH, Member of Committee for Constitution Amendments of SFR BiH (1990), candidate for Member of the Presidency of Yugoslavia from BiH in 1990 (he withdraw from the last round of voting with explanation that he wishes to continue working in the fields of science and education). He was a Judge of the Constitution Court of Republika Srpska 1994 – 1998, аnd then the President of the Constitution Court from 1998 to 2002, Member of Committee for Constitutional Matters of the National Assembly of Republika Srpska, Vice-President of the Council of the Balkans Centre for Studies in Local Self-Government, Member of the Legal Council of the RS Government, Vice-President of the RS High Judicial and Prosecutorial Council, President of the Bar Association of Republika Srpska, Vice-President of the Bar Association of Serbia and Republika Srpska, National Representative from Republika Srpska in the International Bar Association, and a Member of the Presidency of the International Bar Association. 

In the early elections in 2007, he was elected the President of Republika Srpska with huge majority of 42% among 10 candidates and a total turnout of 65%. During the three years of his mandate (2007 – 2010), academician Rajko Kuzmanovic, as the first non-party President, successfully performed his function, dealing exclusively with Presidential (not party) matters, representing the Republic and coordinating institutions and organisations and their unity concurrent to the Constitution. All his activities were based on the Constitution and the law, he protected all citizens but also the Republic as a realistic legal and political fact created out of the will of the people and confirmed by international law – the Dayton Agreement as an international contract.  He approached all duties falling under his competencies with great seriousness and without improvisation, justly, academically thoughtful, with wisdom of a statesman and equality for everyone. All of this contributed to significant stabilising of economy and political situation in Republika Srpska and Bosnia and Herzegovina during this period, thus earning it the rightful title of the time of stabilisation.  

General scientific and cultural reputation and influence 

With his strong and wholesome personality, but primarily with his scientific and professional work and activities, academician Rajko Kuzmanovic makes a mark and influences the public and the society as whole, at universities, faculties, the Academy, associations, authority bodies, even political circles. 

The power of his general influence and reputation gained through active pedagogical and scientific work with students of all levels is also shown through public forums, lectures, gatherings, roundtables, speeches and interviews. He had delivered several hundreds lectures and gave dozens of interviews to local and international newspapers and magazines. 

In his scientific and pedagogical work he remained loyal to the good tradition of the Department for State Law Science with the Faculty of Law in Banja Luka, he had enriched and modernised. The great value of his scientific work is certainly the ability to think independently and clearly formulate his scientific positions. As a student of the classical law science professor, he first of all builds his thesis on the original data and then patiently and knowledgably verifies, compares and interprets them instead of sticking exclusively to the original source. Additionally, he never accepted a narrow specialist approach to any scientific or research work but preferred treating them from a number of perspectives, never loosing sight of the whole. His approach is not a slave to fashion, but it is not localised or provincial either. 

We live in the times when strong personalities are valuable. Academician Kuzmanovic is the type of personality the entire generations can identify with. He impresses with his rare lucidity and broad erudition, wave of thoughts, wide spectrum of observations, inventiveness and great work energy, full dedication to whatever he is working on. Whether he writes or teaches, talks to his friends or students, he spares no mental or emotional energy but brings it all in, setting an example as to how one should be committed to things in his life or his work. Hence, the works or the lectures delivered by academician Kuzmanovic leave no one indifferent. Be it spoken or written, his words are memorable and not only because of their meaning but also because of the way how they have been presented, confirming that its is possible to use simple language to discuss on the most complex matters of the law science. His words are inspiring, they encourage others to listen or to read, to build onto them or develop their own views. 

His rich versatile knowledge and culture are not something academician Kuzmanovic boasted about. His mannerism is neither imposing nor pretentious. He is always gentile and dignified, with unique charisma. As one of his associates said, he carries his great knowledge as easily as he does “the colour of his eyes”. 

We know him as a cheerful, veracious, unusually responsible and conscientious man always willing to help and ready to make selfless sacrifices. Entire generations of associates and students proudly underline to have been taught by him.  On a number of things he worked on and fought for he was way ahead of his time and social circumstance typical for our area which, on occasion, caused him difficulties and made him misunderstood. Still, he persisted and always reached his goals.  

Let us mention another important feature of academician Kuzmanovic as a persona of eminent culture and rare erudition, a scientific worker who can speak on a number of issues and who never just speaks of principles but abides by them. Thanks to many positive sides to his nature, although very well aware of the theoretical side of upbringing, academician Kuzmanovic’s influence on the upbringing is primarily that set by his own example. He is an example proving that one must approach his work seriously, that life requires sacrifice, that one should constantly aspire to something more and better, that one should constantly change for the better, that one should both take and give, be that in terms of books or in terms of life in general. 
The work of academician Kuzmanovic has an inspiring value and is the type of legal thought others should aspire to. To achieve this, one must be demanding on oneself and humble towards everyone else, and that is what professor Kuzmanovic is all about – he is trying to be and to stay a human. In the times when many spiritual and moral values are destroyed and when cynicism of the force aims to stifle even the most positive ambitions of the mind and of creation, one finds it useful to return to multilayered Kuzmanovic's works that have a golden thread of warning running through them, warning that humaneness must be defended whenever threatened. Therein lays the nobility and the braveness radiating from his works. 

Social medals and acknowledgements 

Academician Rajko Kuzmanovic had received a vast number of honorary mentions, medals, medallions, charters, awards, statues, memorials and acknowledgements for his rich, versatile and socially useful work, in particular the contribution to the development of science and scientific, teaching and public work overall. The above acknowledgements were awarded by faculties, universities, student organizations, associations, scientific institutions, municipalities, cities, academies, the Presidents of states, Republics, unions, companies, religious institutions, and by individuals.  

To mention only the most significant ones: Medal of the third order of SFRY; Medal for work with the silver crest of SFRY; Medal for military contribution with the silver swards of SFRY; Medal of merit for the people with the silver rays of SFRY; RS Njegos medal of the first order; RS Medal of honour with gold rays;  Peter the Great Medal of the first order awarded by the Russian Federation; St. Saul Medal of the first order awarded by the Serb Patriarch Paul; Medal of the knight of arts and science awarded by the Russian Academy of Natural Science; Medal of honour of the first order by the World Lawyer Association; Medal of the law order by the World Lawyer Association;  Medal of St. Simeon Mirotocivi of the first order, by John, Episcope of Sumadija; Gratitude medallion by the Serb Orthodox Church in Trieste; Insignia as a Member of the Royal Academy of the Economic and Financial Science of Spain; Medallion of Cyril and Methodius, by Cyril, the Patriarch of Moscow and the entire Russia; Medallion of the University of Sicilia, Palermo; Gold Medallion of the University of Banja Luka; Medallion "Prominent Personalities" of the U.S. Bibliography Institute; Gold Medallion of the Law Faculty in Banja Luka; Golden Coat of Arms of the City of Banja Luka; Charter of the City of Banja Luka; Gold Medallion of the Municipality of Celinac; Medallion "Veselin Maslesa" for scientific work by the city of Banja Luka, as well as the Medallions of the Universities in Konya, Katowice and Ostrava; High law award “FEMIDA” by the International Bar Association of Russia; Grand Prix “Leonardo da Vinci” by the European Inventors Group. He also received several dozens other medallions, acknowledgements and honorary mentions from different associations, chambers, unions, municipalities, etc. 
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Position and the role of a woman in the rural area of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Researched by the Economic Institute in Banja Luka. Project made for the purpose of UNESCO, International women organization and the Conference of women of Yugoslavia, Banja Luka 1985-1989;

The role of mass-media in the humanization of relations between sexes, Researched by the University and Academy of Pedagogy in Banja Luka. Project made for the purpose of United Nations (Agency for family planning UNSPA) 1989;

Development of high education-cadre and network. Researched by the Economic Institute, Sarajevo and the Economic Institute in Banja Luka. Project made for the purpose of SIZ for high education, 1989 and 1990;

Selfgoverning decision making in the system of interest organizing. Project made by the Centre for political studies and research Veselin Masleša. Results of the research were published in the special edition, Banja Luka 1983;
Decision making in the system of joint work. Project made by the Centre for political studies and research Veselin Masleša, Banja Luka 1984 and 1985, and the results were published in 1985;

Basic conception of development of the centres for professional education of cadres. Project made for purposes of the Republic institute for public government, Sarajevo 1971;

Construction of the national power and development of social activities in the area of Bosanska Gradiška in the period from 1941 to 1950. Project was made by the Institute for history in Banja Luka during 1989;

Administrator and researcher for four elaborates for foundation of the high educational institutions (faculties): University in Banja Luka (1975), Faculty of Law in Banja Luka (1975), Faculty of Medicine in Banja Luka (1977) and the Faculty of Pedagogy in Banja Luka (1984);

Internal and external harmonisation of rights of economic societies with the rights of the European Union, ANURS and the Ministry of science and technology of the Republic of Srpska, Banja Luka 2005;

Systematization of the data base of the scientific potetial of the Republic of Srpska, project ANURS and the Ministry of science and technology of the Republic of Srpska, Banja Luka 2005-2007;

Implementation and level of protection of human rights and freedoms in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ministry of Science and technology of  Republic of Srpska, Banja Luka, 2008;
Strenthening cooperation between ANURS, universities and scientific/research institutions with academies and scientific institutions from abroad, Ministry of Science and technology of Republic of Srpska, Banja Luka, 2008;
Models of the local selfgovernment in the Republic of Srpska, Ministry of administration and local selfgovernment of the Republic of Srpska, Banja Luka 1999;
The Encyclopedia of Republic of Srpska, Government of Republic of Srpska, Banja Luka, 2007-2011;
The legal aspects of electronic bussines in the Republic of Srpska – harmonization with the European Union Law, Government of Republic of Srpska, Banja Luka, 2010;
The Dayton Peace Agreement as a Legal and Political Basis of the Development of the Republic of Srpska, Ministry of Science and Technology, Banja Luka, 2010 .

VI. SPEECHES, ARTICLES AND INTERVIEWS

Academic Rajko Kuzmanović is a public, cultural and scientific workman. It is a difficult task to make the list and statisticsof his important public appearances, as there were more than 1000 of them in the last 50 years. There are only some of them:

1. Speeches

In the Parliament as a delegate: Federal National Assembly of Yugoslavia, National Assembly of SR Bosnia and Herzegovina, National Assembly of the Republic of Srpska, Board of the Parliamentary Assembly of Europe.

At congresses: Congress of political science in Paris, Congress for constitutional law in Warshaw, Congresses for administration and local selfgovernment in Sofia and Teslić, Congress of the Alliance of Unions of BiH, Congress of Communist Alliance of BiH, Congress of SSRN Yugoslavia, etc.

At universities: in Kragujevac, Belgrade, Pristina, Sarajevo, Sofia, Jerusalem, Kiev, Moscow, Vicenza and Palermo. 
At assemblies: Assembly in Tršić, Assembly in Banja Luka, Assembly in Zmijanje and Assembly in Belgrade.

At lectures: in Cavtat (Marxist lecture), in Banja Luka (numerous lectures on constitutional and state administration, on social changes, on governing and selfgoverning), in Belgrade, Sarajevo, Mostar, Zagreb, Brussels, etc.

At manifestations: gave numerous initial speeches at celebrations, gatherings, scientific gatherings, promotions and other cultural, educational and social manifestations.

As a President of the Republic of Srpska in the period from 2007 to 2010 had over 56 speeches (published in book The Time of Stabilisation in 2010).
2. Articles, statements and comments
Together with scientific and professional works in magazines and collections, he published numerous (few hundreds) of newspaper articles, statements and comments, Articles, statements, comments and feuilletons were published in the newspapers such are Politika, Borba, Dnevnik, Vjesnik, Oslobođenje, Banjalučke novine, Glas, Glas srpski, Reporter, Republika, Argumenti, Fokus, Nezavisne novine, Prosvjetni list, Nin, Prelom, Pres, Novi Reporter, Otadzbina, Jedinstvo, Pravoslavna Rusija, Predstavnicka vlast, Jutarnji list, Dani etc. 
3. Interviews

Important interviews were published several times in Glas, Prosvjetni list, Nin, Nezavisne novine, Reporter, Oslobođenje, Fokus, Dnevni list (Mostar), SRNA, Dnevni avaz, Press RS, Otadžbina, Večernje novosti, Novi reporter etc. (Published in the book Hemeroteka in 2010).

4. Radio and television

Numerous times he appeared on radio and television programme: Television of the Republic of Srpska, Television of BiH, Television BN, BEL TV, Slovenian television, Russian Television, Television of Catalonia, Radio Banja Luka, Sarajevo, Belgrade, Voice of America, New Europe, etc.
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