SPEECH OF THE PRESIDENT

AKADEMICIAN RAJKO KUZMANOVIĆ
IN THE CENTRAL INAUGURATION SESSION OF THE
NEWLY ELECTED MEMBERS OF ASARS
(Banja Luka, May 21, 2019)

Honorable ministers in the Government of Republika Srpska,

Respected Consuls of Serbia,

Honored academics,

Ladies and gentlemen,

With the feeling of satisfaction, as the President of the Academy, I would like to greet you and thank you for attending this, for us, a significant ceremony of introducing the newly elected members of the Academy of Sciences.

That is why today is a solemn day, because the Academy becomes richer and stronger for eleven new members, who, I am convinced, will follow the basic principle of the Academy to encourage the development of science and art, to nurture, preserve and promote the culture, spirit and creative potentials of the people, and all in accordance with highly-valued criteria and values ​​accepted in the world of science and art.

Today's inauguration of newly elected regular, correspondence and foreign members ends one-electoral period. 43 candidates from the field of social sciences, language and literature, natural sciences and mathematics and technical sciences have been applied for the competition last year the Presidency, departments, academies, universities, scientific and artistic associations and medical science. Based on established criteria and procedural procedures, all four departments and the Presidency of the Academy did not pass a secret ballot in departments of 18 candidates, so it was proposed to the Assembly to finalize 25 candidates in all categories of membership. By secret ballot, the Assembly chose 17 of the 25 nominated candidates:

First, the four correspondent members were elected as regular members in the working composition, as follows:

1. Vitomir Popovic

2. Branko Letić

3. Milivoje Unković

4. Neđo Đurić

Secondly, the two previous correspondence members have been selected for regular members outside the working composition, as follows:

1. Staniša Tutnjevi ćand
2. Vojko Đukić
Thirdly, for the correspondent members of the working composition were elected:

1. prof. Ranko Popović, PhD and

2. prof. Veljko Marić, PhD.
Fourth, for a correspondent member outside the working composition was selected

1. prof. Sreto Tanasić, PhD.
Fifth, for foreign members were selected:

1. academician Zoran Lakić

2. prof. Miodrag V. Orlić, PhD
3. prof. Dragan Simeunović, PhD
4. prof. Nikola Cekić, PhD
5. prof. Mihailo Petra Vukas, PhD
6. prof. Milovan Pecelj, PhD
7. prof. Predrag Milojević, PhD
8. Academician Nebojsa Lalić.
Following these elections, the Academy has 82 members, of which 30 are regular and correspondents, 10 regular and correspondents outside the working composition and 42 foreigners from several countries: Serbia, Montenegro, Macedonia, Russia, Slovenia, Spain, Germany, USA, Ukraine, Bulgaria, Belgium and Greece.

Activity at the reception of renowned scientists and artists from the country and abroad for membership of the Academy, as well as a series of regular program activities, represent the achievement of tasks and goals, that is, the idea of ​​the Academy of Sciences and Arts of Republika Srpska. Such actions represents in fact, putting of universal program by placing values of arts and sciences in the service of national revival and progress. In the light of such an orientation, the Academy rejects prejudices and stereotypes saturated with ideology. Its basic criteria are obsequial truth and verified the ideals of truth.

The Academy of Sciences and Arts, as a working and representative institution of special social significance, has the most important task of securing the development of science and art and contributing to the physical and general development of the Republic of Srpska, its spiritual richness and democratic affirmation.

Of particular interest is the attitude that is elected by the members of the Academy of fields  in which they operate, which enjoy a reputation in the Republic, but also in the world. This is important because it will be easier to confront numerous situtations ma caused by paradoxes and contradictions that create economic interest ery and political crisis. The world in which we live is shaken by social problems  because its social cohesion destructive exploitation, discrimination, arbitrariness and injustice. There is a ruthless struggle for a new world order, prestige and power in all its forms. Nowadays, discriminating markets and politics are gaining a planetary prosperity.

In such a general social milieu, the Academy of Sciences and Arts of the RS, or its members, create their program with the intention and desire to face the problems of their time and to fight for a different spiritual climate and a better world, with a fuller meaning of life than that imposed ruthless globalization.

So far we have achieved a high level and reputation of the Academy, on the internal (domestic) and international level with persistent work and activity.

In the inner plan, firstly, we work on the organizational and staffing of the Academy, by selecting new members, which, among other things, involves the membership of the Academy composed of eminent scientific and cultural workers and artists. Secondly, we are working on the holding of scientific meetings, so we have held more than 35 meetings in the last ten years, where in addition to scientific and professional contributions, we have affirmed the status and strengthening of Republika Srpska in accordance with international and domestic law. In addition to scientific meetings, we have developed significant publishing activity, and we have published over 130 titles. Projects take a significant place, among which is the most significant project of the Encyclopaedia of the Republic of Srpska. So far, we have released two volumes, and the third is under construction.

Internationally, we conduct activities in three directions:

First, the selection of new foreign members, so today the Academy has 42 foreign members, highly respected and world-renowned experts in the field of science and art, from ten countries.

Second - we cooperate with foreign academies. To date, we have established cooperation with: the Russian Academy of Sciences, the Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts, the Montenegrin Academy of Sciences and Arts, the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, the European Academy of Sciences and Arts, the Balchik Academy of Science and Culture , The Royal Academy of Economics and Finance of Spain, the Ukrainian Academy of Higher Education, the Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts, the Macedonian Academy of Sciences and Arts and the World Academy of Science and Art. In addition, the Academy is a member of the International Science Council, and co-operates with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), with the Network of Central and Eastern European Academy of Sciences, The Council of Europe for Southeast Europe and the Conference of the Academy of the Danube countries. There is a procedure for establishing cooperation with three other academies.

Thirdly - the development of international projects, either independently, in cooperation with other academies and scientific research institutes and centers, to join IPA funds and the new fund "HORIZON 2020".

And finally,

I invite all newly-recruited members of the Academy, our respected colleagues, to be a powerful front for the establishment and strengthening of the culture of peace and co-operation, to constantly and truly advocate for the rule of law, to achieve universal, personal and collective rights, and against majorization and all other injustices and alliances. For science is a general good, the same for all people.

I invite all, and especially the members of the Academy, to actively participate in organizing and arriving at conferences, exhibitions, promotions and other activities organized by the Academy.

I am convinced that we will all continue to strengthen the reputation and position of the Academy of Sciences and Arts of the Republic of Srpska, and in that way we will restore peace and stabilization among the peoples of Southeast Europe, and give full support to the development Republic of Srpska on its way to the European Union.

Thank you !
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